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Select Committee Without Consent

A probe has been or-
dered into the complaints
of five MPs that their
names were included in a
proposed select committee
of the House for the Delhi
services bill without their
consent.

The five MPs are: BJP's
S Phangnon Konyak,
Narhari Amin and Dr

Sudhanshu Trivedi,
AIADMK's MP M
Thambidurai and BID MP

Dr Sasmit Patra. The select
committee was proposed
by Aam Aadmi Party
leader Raghav Chadha in
the Upper House to exam-
ine the Delhi services bill.

Responding to the
claims of including their
names without consent,
AAP MP Raghav Chadha
said, "I will give an answer
to the Privileges Commit-
tee when they send a no-
tice."

After the deputy chair-
man read out the names to
be included in the pro-
posed select committee,
Home Minister Amit Shah
informed that five members
have complained that their
names were included with-
out their signatures in the

proposal moved by the
AAP leader. He demanded
that this issue be investi-
gated. Terming it a breach
of privilege of the House,
Shah said the matter
should be referred to the
privileges committee.

give their consent. It's
equal to forging their sig-
natures. The concerned
members have given let-
ters to the Chairman,"
Union  Minister V
Muraleedharan  said.
Sasmit Patra of the BJD, M

"Who all have signed on
their behalf is a subject of
investigation," Shah said
and requested the Chair to
record the statements of
the complainant members.

Shah also attacked the
AAP alleging that the
party was "committing
fraud in parliamentary pro-
ceedings". "It's a very se-
rious issue that the AAP
leader who submitted the
select committee notice in-
cluded names of members
from the ruling party BJP
and BJD as well as
ATADMK who did not

Thambidurai of the
ATADMK and S
Phangnon Konyak of the
BJP stood up and in-
formed the House that
their consent was not
taken for the inclusion of
their names in the pro-
posed select committee.
To this, the deputy chair-
man said the complaints of
the MPs will be probed.
He, however, did not indi-
cate the agency for the
probe and the timeframe
for completing it. "At the
time when resolutions
were being moved in the

House, I heard that my
name was mentioned in a
resolution that was moved
by Raghav Chadha. With-
out taking my prior con-
sent my name can't be put
in the resolution. I hope
the Chairman of the House
will take action. I have
given a complaint. Obvi-
ously, this is a matter of
privilege. All of us have
filed our respective com-
plaints," said BJD MP Dr
Sasmit Patra. Chadha's
amendment to send the
contentious bill to a select
committee was negated by
avoice vote. The Govern-
ment of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Bill, 2023
seeks to replace an ordi-
nance on the handling of
transfers and postings of
officials in the Delhi gov-
ernment. AIADMK MP M
Thambidurai alleged his
fake signature on the pro-
posal was moved by AAP
MP Raghav Chandha to
send the Delhi Services Bill
to the Select Committee. "I
had not signed any docu-
ment. Therefore, someone
may have forged my sig-
nature," the AIADMK MP
said.

Ambareesh Murty, Co-founder Of
Pepperiry, Dies Of Heart Attack At 51

Ambareesh Murty, the co-
founder of the online fur-
niture store Pepperfry,
passed away due to a heart
attack in Leh during the
night of Monday, August
7. He was 51 years old.
Ambareesh established
the home decor company
in Mumbai back in 2012.
An alumnus of IIM
Calcutta, he was also an
avid trekking enthusiast.
According to media re-
ports, he had successfully
undertaken two cross-
country biking expedi-
tions. On Tuesday morn-
ing, Ashish Shah, the other
co-founder of Pepperfry,
expressed his profound
sorrow in a tweet.

He wrote, "It is with ex-
treme devastation that I
share the news of my
friend, mentor, brother, and
s oul mate
@AmbareeshMurty's
passing. He succumbed to
a cardiac arrest in Leh last
night. I request your
prayers for him and for
strength for his family and
loved ones." Prior to es-
tablishing Pepperfry,
Ambareesh had cultivated
an extensive corporate ca-
reer. He held the position
of Country Manager at
eBay India, Philippines,

and Malaysia from March
2008 to June 2011. Preced-
ing this, he served as the
Director of Marketplace
Development & User Expe-
rience from December 2005
to February 2008. Earlier,
Ambareesh was associ-
ated with Britannia Indus-
tries as a Marketing Man-
ager from June 2005 to De-
cember 2005. Additionally,
he contributed his exper-

tise as the Brand Leader for
Levi Strauss India Ltd.
from August 2003 to De-
cember 2003 and as VP of
Marketing and Customer
Service at ICICI Prudential
from October 2001 to Au-
gust 2003. His professional
journey commenced at
Cadbury India, where he
spent over five years as a
Brand Manager from June
1996 to October 2001.

Aside from these accom-
plishments, Ambareesh
initiated a content devel-
opment and delivery com-
pany named Origin Sources
in December 2003, focus-
ing on training within the
asset management sector.
Ambareesh holds an engi-
neering and management
background, having pur-
sued Civil Engineering at
Delhi College of Engineer-

ing (1990 - 1994) and an
MBA at IIM-Calcutta
(1994-1996). During his
tenure at Pepperfry,
Ambareesh, aged 50, dedi-
cated 12 to 14 hours a day,
working relentlessly with-
out taking holidays or
weekends off. His first re-
spite from this demanding
routine occurred five years
later in 2016 when he took
abreak for his marriage. A

fervent trekking enthusi-
ast, Ambareesh, cherished
Ladakh as his preferred
winter vacation destina-
tion. Among his memo-
rable trekking ventures
was the Chadar Trek in
Zanskar Valley, Ladakh.
Pepperfry, initiated by
former eBay executives
Ambareesh Murty and
Ashish, commenced its
journey in Mumbai in 2012.
In 2014, the company
marked its offline presence
with the inauguration of its
first store in Mumbai.
Rapid expansion followed,
leading to a network of
more than 70 stores spread
across 28 Indian cities by
2019. Operational effi-
ciency is supported by
four strategically located
warehouses in Bangalore,
Jodhpur, Mumbai, and
Delhi. In 2020, Pepperfry
expanded its horizons by
venturing into the realm of
home interiors through
collaborations with promi-
nent brands like Hettich,
Bosch, Siemens, Kajaria,
and Gyproc, among others.
The company's funding
journey has been signifi-
cant, raising a cumulative
total of USD 240.5 million
across eight successful
funding rounds.

William Friedkin, Oscar-Winning Director Of 'The
French Connection' And ‘The Exorcist' Dead At 87

William Friedkin, the
Oscar winning director
who became a top film-
maker in his 30s with the
gripping "The French
Connection" and the hor-
rifying "The Exorcist" and
struggled in the following
decades to match his early
success, has died. He was
87.

Friedkin, who won the
best director Oscar for
"The French Connection",
died on Monday in Los
Angeles, his wife, pro-
ducer, and former studio
head, Sherry Lansing, told
The Hollywood Reporter.

The movie, based on a
true story, deals with the
efforts of maverick New
York City police Detective
James "Popeye" Doyle to

track down Frenchman
Fernando Rey, mastermind
of a large drug pipeline
funnelling heroin into the
United States.

It contains one of the
most thrilling chase scenes
ever filmed. The movie also
won Academy Awards for
best picture, screenplay,
and film editing and led
critics to hail Friedkin, then
just 32, as a leading mem-
ber of a new generation of
filmmakers. He followed
with an even bigger block-
buster, "The Exorcist,"
based on William Peter
Blatty's best-selling novel
about a 12-year-old girl
possessed by the devil.
The harrowing scenes of
the girl's possession and a
splendid cast, including

Linda Blair as the girl, Ellen
Burstyn as her mother, and
Max Von Sydow and Jason
Miller as the priests who
try to exorcise the devil

from her, helped make the
film a box-office sensation.

It was so scary for its
era that many viewers fled
the theatre before it was
over, and some reported
being unable to sleep for
days afterward. It received

10 Oscar nominations, in-
cluding one for Friedkin as
director, and won two, for
Blatty's script and for
sound. With that second
success, Friedkin would
go on to direct movies and
TV shows well into the
21st century. But he would
never again come close to
matching the success of
those early works. Other
film credits included "To
Live and Die in LA",
"Cruising", "Rules of En-
gagement" and a TV re-
make of the classic play
and Sidney Lumet movie
"12 Angry Men." Friedkin
also directed episodes for
such TV shows as "The
Twilight Zone," "Rebel
Highway" and "CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation."

The Supreme Court put
forth a proposition on
Monday to establish a
committee comprising
three former High Court
judges to address the hu-
manitarian dimensions of
the Manipur crisis. Addi-
tionally, the Court sug-
gested appointing a former
top police officer from
Mumbai to oversee the
Central Bureau of
Investigation's investiga-
tion into cases of sexual
violence in Manipur.

The panel of three will
be led by former Chief Jus-
tice of the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court, Gita
Mittal. Justices Shalini
Joshi and Asha Menon
will also be part of this
committee. The monitoring
of the CBI inquiry will be
entrusted to Dattatray
Padsalgikar.

Justice Gita Mittal: Gita
Mittal became the first
woman Chief Justice of the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court and concluded her
tenure in December 2020.
Her tenure coincided with
the abrogation of Article
370 by the Centre, which
marked the end of Jammu

and Kashmir's special sta-
tus. During her service, she
played a pivotal role in es-
tablishing special court-
rooms for vulnerable wit-
nesses, such as children in
sexual offense cases, to
provide testimony. Her
contributions led to her
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being awarded the Nari
Shakti Puraskar by the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development.
Justice Shalini Joshi:
Justice Joshi, who retired
in February 2019, was el-
evated to the Bombay
High Courtin 2015. She is
renowned for handling
significant cases involving
crimes against women. Her
notable achievements in-
clude finding three con-
victs guilty in the Shakti
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Mills photojournalist
gang-rape case. She holds
a PhD in laws related to
child sexual abuse and has
been actively involved in
training judicial officers on
gender-related offenses.
Justice Asha Menon:
Retired from the Delhi

High Court in September
2022, Justice Menon had
previously served as a Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge in
south Delhi before her el-
evation to the Delhi High
Court in May 2019.
Throughout her 33-year
career as a district judge,
she held crucial judicial
and administrative posi-
tions. Notably, she was the
Member Secretary of the
National Legal Services
Authority in 2012, and her

efforts contributed to
NALSA's representation
of transgender persons
before the Supreme Court,
leading to the landmark
recognition of the third
gender. Dattatray
Padsalgikar: A 1982-batch
former IPS officer,
Padsalgikar's career largely
involved the Intelligence
Bureau (IB). In 2016, he
was appointed the
Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner by then Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis.
Padsalgikar later became
the Director General of Po-
lice of Maharashtra and
subsequently a Deputy
Lokayukta of the state fol-
lowing his retirement in
2018. He was also desig-
nated Deputy National Se-
curity Advisor. Known for
his role in counter-terror-
ism operations, he signifi-
cantly contributed to gath-
ering evidence against
non-state actors in the 26/
11 Mumbeai terror attacks
case. His practical ap-
proach was evident in ap-
proving a constable's pro-
posal to modify police tim-
ings during his tenure as
Mumbai Police Chief.

Rahul Gandhi To Lead Debate On No-Trust
Motion Against BJP In Parliament

Rahul Gandhi is likely
to lead Congress' charge
on Tuesday during the no-
confidence motion debate
in Lok Sabha on the
Manipur issue. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will
face his second no-confi-
dence motion in Parliament
today, the first in his sec-
ond term as the PM.

Congress' deputy
leader in Lok Sabha
Gaurav Gogoi's motion of
no-confidence has been
listed as agenda item three
in the List of Business and
takes place under the
shadow of the ethnic vio-
lence in Manipur, which
has led to repeated disrup-
tions in both the Houses
of Parliament. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to reply to the
debate on Thursday.

The numbers are com-
fortably stacked in favour
of the government and the
Opposition is expected to

utilise the opportunity to
demonstrate its newly
firmed up unity to take on

the Modi-led BJP in the

Lok Sabha elections next
year. "Definitely, he will
speak," Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
told reporters here when
asked whether Gandhi will
speak on the no-trust mo-
tion on Tuesday. Political
observers believe that the
Opposition had given a
platform to the Prime Min-
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ister, who is known for his
oratorical skills, to force-
fully make his points dur-
ing the reply to the debate

'

on the no-trust motion.
Gandbhi returned to a rous-
ing welcome in Parliament
on Monday afternoon
soon after the Lok Sabha
revoked his disqualifica-
tion as member after the
Supreme Court stayed his
conviction in a defamation
case in which he was
awarded a maximum two

_,ﬁ"

year sentence. The maxi-
mum jail term to Gandhi
had triggered provisions
of the Representation of
the People Act leading to
his automatic disqualifica-
tion from the Lok Sabha on
March 24. Gandhi had ap-
proached the Supreme
Court after he failed to get
relief from the Gujarat High
Court. The Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament has wit-
nessed repeated disrup-
tions over the issue of eth-
nic violence in Manipur
and the Opposition insist-
ing on a statement from
the Prime Minister in the
House. Home Minister
Amit Shah has told Parlia-
ment that he was ready to
respond to any debate on
Manipur, an offer the Op-
position had rejected. The
BJP is expected to raise the
issue of electoral violence
in West Bengal and inci-
dents of atrocities against
women in Rajasthan.

Raghav Chadha In Trouble As Rajya
Sabha Can Recommend FIR Against Him

Regarding the contro-
versy surrounding a mo-
tion presented by Aaga
Aadmi Party MP Ragh:
Chadha in the Raj
Sabha, it has been not
that if the Members
Parliament's signatur
on the proposal are fou
to be forged, the Cha
man has the authority
suggest initiating a Fi
Information Report. T
scenario could arise if it's
found out that the signa-
tures endorsing Chadha's

proposal to refer the Na-

Several MPs, including

tional Capital Territory of BJD's Sasmit Patra and

Delhi Bill, 2023, to the Se-
lect Commiittee are fraudu-
lent.

AIADMK's M
Thambidurai,
have raised con-
cerns that their
names were in-
cluded in the
proposed select
committee for
the Delhi Ser-
vices Bill without
their consent. In
response, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah char-
acterized the unauthorized

inclusion of their names as
a "fraud" against Parlia-
ment and called for an in-
vestigation. The Govern-
ment of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Bill, 2023,
received approval from the
Lok Sabha on Thursday
amidst opposition party
walkouts.

This bill is set to re-
place a Center-promul-
gated ordinance that gov-
erns the transfers and
postings of officials within
the Delhi government.

Spandana Vijay Raghavendra’s, Final Rites Tomorrow

Vijay Raghavendra, a
renowned Kannada actor,
is expected to bring back
the body of his late wife,
Spandana, to Bengaluru.
Spandana  tragically
passed away due to a heart
attack during her vacation
in Bangkok with her cous-
ins. According to reports,
a post-mortem examination
was conducted at a
Bangkok hospital, and the

remaining documentation
is expected to be finalised
this afternoon. Following
local authority clearance,
her body will be repatri-
ated to Bengaluru.
Accompanying
Spandana's husband Vijay
Raghavendra, her father
BK Shivaram, and brother
Rakshit Shivaram are cur-
rently in Bangkok to facili-
tate the repatriation. There

sare plans to place her
body at a location in
Malleswaram for members
of the film industry to pay
their last respects, though
the final decision rests
with Vijay Raghavendra.
Regarding the final
rites, the family has yet to
decide whether they will
occur in Bengaluru or her
native Belthangady. Ac-
cording to Spandana's

brother-in-law and actor,
Sri Murali, she passed
away peacefully in her
sleep. Her cousins swiftly
took her to a hospital when
she became unresponsive,
but she was declared de-
ceased upson arrival.

Tragically, Spandana
and Vijay were on the brink
of celebrating their 16th
wedding anniversary on
August 26.
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